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By NITISH S. RELE – editor@khaasbaat.com 
Florida keeps its ranking as seventh in the United States for 
total number of international students (42,590) attending 
colleges in the 2022-23 academic year. That’s up 7.5 percent 
from 2021-22. Most students are from India (17.3 percent), 
China (11.6 percent), followed by Brazil (5.9 percent), and 
Venezuela and Colombia, both at 3.9 percent. Florida ranked 
No. 7 among top host states with California, New York, Texas, 
Massachusetts, Illinois and Pennsylvania in the lead.
Once again, no Florida university made it into the top 20 
national ranking for number of international students. However, 
University of South Florida in Tampa continues to be the leader in 
the Sunshine State surpassing University of Florida in Gainesville 
with 7,142 students. UF came in at No. 2 with 6,203 students. 
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JD Patel, Esq.
PERSONAL INJURY & 

CRIMINAL DEFENSE LAWYER

CALL TODAY FOR A FREE CONSULTATION! 

BASED IN CLEARWATER • SERVING CLIENTS ACROSS FLORIDA

EMAIL: jd@greeklaw.com
PHONE: (727) 441-9030/ (813) 223-6405

www.tragoslaw.com

PERSONAL INJURY
CAR ACCIDENTS
SLIP AND FALLS

WRONGFUL DEATH

CRIMINAL DEFENSE

ASHOK & BHANUBEN  
MITESH (MAC) : 407-252-8756

KHASIYATORLANDO@YAHOO.COM
RESTAURANT : 407-888-2147

@KHASIYATORLANDO

E V E N T S / F L O R I D A  N E W S

EVENTS
TAMPA/CLEARWATER/ST. PETERSBURG
DEC. 3: GSTB SENIOR DAY; organized by Gujarati 
Samaj of Tampa Bay; India Cultural Center, 5511 
Lynn Road, Tampa; 10:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m.; $10 for 
GSTB members, $15 for non-members; lunch and 
entertainment; for information, call Jitubhai Vora 
at (941) 962-9774.
DEC. 9: HANUMAN CHALISA; second Tuesday of 
month; Vishnu Mandir Tampa, 5803 Lynn Road; 
7 to 9 p.m.; for information, call Deo Gajadhar at 
(813) 817-9714.
DEC. 17: ICC SENIORS GET-TOGETHER; India 
Cultural Center, 5511 Lynn Road, Tampa; 11 a.m. 
to 3 p.m.; free seminar, lunch and entertainment; 
only for 65 years and older; for information, text 
email address along with your name to Bhikhu 
Nayi at (631) 560-2718 to receive details about 
seniors gathering every month; or call Mahesh 
Modha at (813) 476-1540.

ORLANDO
ONGOING THROUGH DEC. 9: “FROM EARTH TO 
SOUL;” art exhibit by Vidisha Bajpai of Orlando; 
Atrium Gallery, Orange County Administration 
Center, 201 W. Rosalind St., Orlando; 8 a.m. to 5:30 
p.m. Monday-Friday; for information, call (407) 
836-5540.
SOUTH FLORIDA (COOPER CITY)
DEC. 13: CHRISTMAS NEW YEAR 
CELEBRATIONS; organized by Kerala Samajam 
of South Florida; Cooper City High School, 
9401 Stirling Road, Cooper City; 5 to 8 p.m.; for 
information, email samajamsfl@gmail.com

Disclaimer: Event details are subject to change. 
Please check with local organizers. Event 
submissions are free, e-mail information to 
editor@khaasbaat.com by the 20th.

 

Khaas Baat is a monthly publication that has been in circulation since August 
2004. Issues are direct mailed to subscribers and also are available at South Asian 
grocery stores and restaurants. It presents exclusive, informative and relevant 

news about the Indian American community in Florida to its readers.

EDITOR/PUBLISHER: NITISH S. RELE, M.A. IN JOURNALISM
ASSOCIATE EDITOR: SHEPHALI J. RELE, M.A. IN JOURNALISM
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Khaas Baat, 8312 Windsor Bluff Drive, Tampa, FL 33647
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right to edit and/or reject any advertising. Khaas Baat is not responsible for errors in advertising or for the validity of any 

claims made by its advertisers. Khaas Baat is published by Khaas Baat Communications.
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Florida International University is third with 4,491 
students, followed by University of Central Florida 
at 3,736 students and University of Miami with 
2,905 students.
According to the Open Doors yearly report, 
published by the not-for-profit Institute of 
International Education, the total number of 
international students at U.S. universities increased 
by 11.5 percent to 1,057,188. It is the fastest 
growth rate in 40 years. Also, the number of Indian 
students in the U.S. in 2022-23 is up 35 percent 
compared to the previous year. 
China sent the most students, 289,526 to the U.S., 

followed by India, sending 268,923, an increase of 
25.4 percent from prior year. In South Asia, Nepal 
sent 15,090 students, Bangladesh dispatched 
13,563 students and Pakistan sent 10,164 students.
Currently, the leading host institutions for 
international students are New York University 
(24,496), Northeastern University in Boston with 
20,637, Columbia University (19,001), Arizona 
State University-Immersion campus (17,981) and 
University of Southern California (17,264). 

For more details on the study, visit  
www.iie.org/opendoors

FLORIDA RANKS 7TH HOST STATE FOR 
INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS Cont’d from page 1

mailto:editor@khaasbaat.com
mailto:editor@khaasbaat.com
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IMMIGRATION 
ATTORNEY

• 25 + years of experience

• 1 of only 78 lawyers in Florida to be Board
Certified in Immigration and Nationality Law

• Florida’s Super Lawyer in 2008 and 2009

407-425-1202
information@kiblawgroup.com
www.kiblawgroup.com

Kashmira Bhavsar

We speak Gujarati.

Offices in OrlandoNEW AD COMING

YOUR 
RESIDENTIAL 
AND 
COMMERCIAL 
AWARD 
WINNING 
TEAM

BUYING 
SELLING 
INVESTING

813-675-3152
info@dhruvecpa.com
www.DhruveCPA.com
• Personal & Business Tax Preparation
• Small Business Accounting
• Payroll
• Retirement Planning
• College Planning
• Foreign Bank Account Reporting
• IRS Representation

Florida
2142 Ashley Oaks Circle
Wesley Chapel, FL 33544

Ohio
3960 Brown Park Dr, Ste H
Hilliard, OH 43026

813-675-3152
info@dhruvecpa.com
www.DhruveCPA.com
• Personal & Business Tax Preparation
• Small Business Accounting
• Payroll
• Retirement Planning
• College Planning
• Foreign Bank Account Reporting
• IRS Representation

Florida
2142 Ashley Oaks Circle
Wesley Chapel, FL 33544

Ohio
3960 Brown Park Dr, Ste H
Hilliard, OH 43026

813-675-3152
info@dhruvecpa.com
www.DhruveCPA.com
• Personal & Business Tax Preparation
• Small Business Accounting
• Payroll
• Retirement Planning
• College Planning
• Foreign Bank Account Reporting
• IRS Representation

Florida
2142 Ashley Oaks Circle
Wesley Chapel, FL 33544

Ohio
3960 Brown Park Dr, Ste H
Hilliard, OH 43026

813-675-3152
info@dhruvecpa.com
www.DhruveCPA.com
• Personal & Business Tax Preparation
• Small Business Accounting
• Payroll
• Retirement Planning
• College Planning
• Foreign Bank Account Reporting
• IRS Representation

Florida
2142 Ashley Oaks Circle
Wesley Chapel, FL 33544

Ohio
3960 Brown Park Dr, Ste H
Hilliard, OH 43026

Florida
29150 Chapel Park Dr.
Wesley Chapel, FL 33544

Ohio
5178 Blazer Parkway,
Dublin, OH 43017
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Thyroid disorders are common medical problems, 
affecting about 200 million people worldwide. It affects 
10 percent of population in United States of America. 
However, it affects 30 percent of population in Middle 
East and Far East countries. In certain endemic areas 
with iodine deficiency in food, it can affect nearly 80 
percent of their population. Thyroid cancer is 10th most 
common cancer, resulting in 47,000 deaths per year 
worldwide.
Thyroid is an endocrine organ, situated in front of 
the neck, striding on the two sides of upper part of 
trachea. It is an important organ controlling metabolism 

of the whole body through the hormones it secrets. It makes three hormones 
namely thyroxin (T-4), Triiodothyronine (T-3) and Calcitonin. It manages energy 
production and metabolic consumption, along with controlling chemical balance, 
particularly calcium levels. 
The enlargement of thyroid gland is called goiter. They can present as diffuse 
enlargement of the whole gland filling both sides of front of neck, or enlarge 
one side disproportionately, or there can be one or more palpable nodules in 
it. Careful palpation of the gland is done by standing behind the neck as well as 
from the front of the neck to evaluate the nodules. One key feature of nodule 
of thyroid origin is that it moves with deglutition. The doctor may ask you to 
swallow your saliva when feeling the thyroid.
Causative factors for thyroid problems include iodine deficiency in food, genetic 
factors, autoimmune problems, environmental and lifestyle problems. Certain 
medications, previous radiation exposure, female gender and older age group 
are risk factors. Smoking, obesity and metabolic syndrome increase risk. Certain 

hereditary hormonal conditions can happen to include thyroid gland disorder. In 
addition to iodine, other trace metals such as selenium, iron, calcium, vitamin D 
and zinc also influence thyroid function.
Disorders of the thyroid gland include overactive (hyperthyroidism) or 
underactive (hypothyroidism) functioning of the gland. Both are not good and 
need to be corrected. Other disorders can be due to infections or autoimmune 
conditions. It is possible to have cysts and nodules of varying sizes which may 
not be cancers. However, cancer of the thyroid gland must be ruled out in such 
instances. Fortunately, vast majority of thyroid problems are benign or non-
cancerous. Even most of the cancers of thyroid gland can be effectively treated 
and controlled.
Excessively overactive thyroid gland is termed hyperthyroidism, thyrotoxicosis 
or Grave’s disease. These patients may have fine tremors of hands, bulging eyes 
(exophthalmos), rapid heart beats (tachycardia), restlessness, heat intolerance, 
irregular heart beats (atrial fibrillation), weight loss, muscle weakness, fatigue, 
menstrual irregularities, sweating and anxiety. First line of treatment is 
with antithyroid medications such as methimazole, propylthiouracil, iodine 
supplements and beta blockers. One may consider radio-iodine ablation therapy 
or subtotal thyroidectomy based on recommendations of the endocrinologist for 
more definitive treatment.
To be continued ....
Dr. Venkit S. Iyer, MD, FACS, is a retired general and vascular surgeon.  
He has authored six books: “Decision making in clinical surgery” first and  
second editions; “Aging well and reaching beyond,” “The Clinic,” “Geriatrics 
Handbook” and “Iyer’s story book for children.” They are available through 
Amazon or from the author. His website venkitiyer.com has necessary links  
and contact information.

H E A L T H  /  F L O R I D A  N E W S
THYROID DISORDERS -- PART I
By DR. VENKIT IYER, MD, FACS

Story provided by MALAY SHAH

More than 580 participants across 50-plus teams showcased Indian 
heritage Nov. 15 at the 38th annual Group Dance Competition in 
Orlando. Hosted by the Gujarati Society of Central Florida, classical, folk 
and Bollywood fusion dance styles were on full display.
Participants ranged from young children to university students from 
UCF (Orlando) and UF (Gainesville), as well as adults, all united by their 
passion for dance and cultural pride. Over 15 choreographers from 
Orlando, Jacksonville, Lakeland and Tampa dedicated their time and 
talent to train the teams.
Winners were honored with special trophies, certificates, and monetary 
awards, recognizing their creativity, discipline and commitment to 
preserving Indian tradition.

GUJARATI SOCIETY OF CENTRAL FLORIDA IN ORLANDO HOLDS DANCE COMPETITION

The event came to life thanks to a dedicated team led by Jayesh Patel, Chairman, 
board members Falguni Parikh and Dr. Sejal Patel, with Toral Palan as Executive 
Event Coordinator. Ronak Shah, Amar Bulsara, Ashna Bulsara, Hema Patel, Nirali 
Patel, and Bijal Shodhan managed logistics and planning, supported by spirited 
volunteers including Bhavnita Bulsara, Rajata Desai, and Dimple Jani. Cheerful 
student volunteers from UF and UCF, Dhruti Patel, Divya Patel, Kruti Bosmia, Heli 
Bosmia, and Ansh Shah added to its success. 
For more information, visit www.gujaratisocietycfl.com 
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SAVE MONEY TODAY
Reduce your credit card 

processing fees

Rates As Low As 0.05%*

©2025 North is a registered DBA of NorthAB, LLC. All rights reserved. NorthAB, LLC is a registered ISO of BMO Harris Bank N.A., Chicago, IL, Citizens Bank N.A., Providence, RI, The Bancorp Bank, Philadelphia, PA, and FFB Bank, Fresno, CA.  
*Merchant Classification restrictions apply. Dual signage pricing required. Other fees may apply. Contact North for more details. **Some restrictions apply. Merchant agreement required. 

Hardware is free for use while processing and must be returned upon termination of merchant agreement. Other fees may apply. Contact 866.481.4604 for details.

nynorth.com866.481.4604 
Go North. Call Today

Lightning-fast approvals & no setup fees

Chip card & contactless payment acceptance (Apple Pay, etc.)

Seamless integration with your current POS system**

One-time & recurring invoices that you can upload in bulk**

Emailable & textable receipts

$295 towards any early termination fees**

A secure online merchant portal

Access to multiple online payment gateways

Free printer paper, & more*

Save Money & Grow Your Business!

Standard 
Terminal

Accept Credit 
Cards Without 

Paying 
Processing Fees*

OPTIONAL 
PROGRAM

Eliminate processing fees 
with the Edge Program*, 
only from North. Edge is a 
true dual pricing program 
combining Flat Rate Pricing 
with Cash Discount.

Switch Now 
and get a 

FREE TERMINAL*

Point of Sale Systems
Recommendations,

Solutions & Integrations

Accept EMV/NFC
(Apple Pay, etc.)

Pay-at-the-Pump
Compatible

Next Day
Funding

Compatible with Gas Cards
Wright Express
Fleet Cards
Voyager
and More...

ACCEPT 
EBT/Snap

Smart 
Terminal



6 	 K H A A S  B A A T 	 DECEMBER 2025

I M M I G R A T I O N

In a move that has sent ripples through the U.S. immigration 
landscape, the Trump administration announced a new 
proclamation impacting the H-1B visa program on Sept. 19, 2025. 
While initially causing widespread concern among employers 
and prospective H-1B workers, subsequent clarifications have 
shed light on its scope and implications. But many questions still 
loom, prompting legal challenges and sparking debate about the 
authority and fairness of the new rules.
New H-1B Proclamation
The proclamation introduced a new fee — a hefty $100,000 — 

that noncitizens seeking H-1B visas would need to pay before entering the United 
States. The initial announcement created panic, with many fearing that this fee 
would apply immediately and broadly to all H-1B applicants. However, within 24 
hours, the White House clarified that the fee would only apply prospectively — that 
is, only to petitions filed on or after Sept. 21, 2025, at 12:01 a.m. Eastern Time.
USCIS further explained the implementation details on Oct. 20, 2025. Applicants 
and employers now know that to comply, the fee must be paid via pay.gov before 
a U.S. employer files an H-1B petition. Failure to do so results in the petition being 
denied — a significant hurdle for many employers and workers.
When does the fee apply?
Understanding when the fee applies is crucial for employers and prospective visa 
holders. According to USCIS:
• $100,000 fee applies if:
	 o	� The petition requests consular notification, port of entry notification, or 

pre-flight inspection for the beneficiary.
	 o	� The petition requests a change of status or amendment or extension of 

stay and USCIS rejects that request and requires the H-1B to be obtained 
outside the U.S. The rejection could be for various reasons, such as the 
beneficiary’s failure to maintain valid status inside the US or departure 
from US before the change, amendment, or extension petition was 
approved.

	 • $100,000 fee does not apply if:
	 o	 The beneficiary already holds an H-1B visa or status.
	 o	 The petition was filed before Sept. 21, 2025.
	 o	� The beneficiary receives approval of an H-1B petition filed as a change 

of status or amendment or extension of stay, even if filed on or after 
September 21, 2025. This includes beneficiaries of such approved petitions 

that later leave the US to obtain a visa stamp in their passport based on the 
underlying approved petition.

The “National Interest” Exception — A Narrow Door
The proclamation grants the DHS secretary the authority to issue exceptions, but 
only under strict criteria:
	 1.	 The noncitizen’s presence must be in the national interest.
	 2.	 No American worker is available to fill the role.
	 3.	 The noncitizen does not threaten security or welfare.
	 4.	 Requiring the fee would undermine U.S. interests.
An email address (H1BExceptions@hq.dhs.gov) is provided where those seeking 
the exception may submit a detailed request and supporting evidence in 
advance of filing the H-1B petition. However, USCIS describes these exceptions as 
“extraordinarily rare.” 
Legal Challenges: Is the Proclamation lawful?
Legal challenges have already emerged. Two lawsuits — Global Nurse Force v. 
Trump and Chamber of Commerce of the United States v. DHS — argue that:
	 • � �The president lacks authority to impose such fees beyond what Congress has 

authorized.
	 • � The fee functions as an unlawful tax and restricts lawful entry in violation of 

the H-1B statute.
	 •�  �The implementation and scope are inconsistent with the law and the 

proclamation’s stated intent.
What does this mean for employers and workers?
The new fee, if enforced broadly, could significantly restrict the use of the H-1B 
program. Employers may face increased costs, and some may hesitate to sponsor 
foreign workers altogether. This could impact sectors like healthcare, technology, 
academia, and religious organizations, many of whom rely heavily on H-1B workers.
For workers, especially those outside the U.S., the fee will be a barrier to entry, 
delaying or preventing employment opportunities. For those already here, 
extensions and amendments seem less affected, but the overall climate of increased 
scrutiny and higher costs is likely to influence future hiring and retention.
Sept. 24, 2025 – Proposed Rule to Replace the Random Lottery Process with a 
“Weighted Selection”
While this proposed role for the weighted lottery system has not gone into effect, 
it is likely for the 2026 lottery process. Under the proposed rule, the employer must 
select one of four wage levels to pay beginning on the H-1B start date, based on the 
position occupational classification, salary, and area of employment. 
Weighting by Wage Level: 
	 •  Wage Level I – entered once
	 •  Wage Level II – entered twice
	 •  Wage Level III – entered three times
	 •  Wage Level IV – entered four times
The rule would reward employers that pay higher salaries and disadvantage those 
offering lower-paid or entry level jobs.
Final Thoughts
The H-1B proclamation represents a significant shift in U.S. immigration policy, 
with broad implications for employers, workers, and the economy. While some 
clarifications have emerged, many uncertainties remain, especially regarding legal 
authority and implementation. The ongoing lawsuits highlight the contentious 
nature of these changes and suggest that the final outcome could still be 
influenced by court decisions.
For now, employers and workers should stay informed, plan strategically, and 
prepare for potential adjustments as the legal landscape unfolds. The future of 
the H-1B program — and the opportunities it provides – may well depend on the 
resolution of these legal challenges.
Dilip Patel of Buchanan Ingersoll & Rooney PC, a board-certified expert on 
immigration law, can be reached at (813) 222-1120 or email dilip.patel@bipc.com

UNDERSTANDING THE NEW H-1B PROCLAMATION: WHAT EMPLOYERS AND WORKERS NEED TO KNOW
By DILIP PATEL and KHUSHBU PATEL

Priest Srinivasa 
Charyulu

All Hindu Religious Services Performed at Home and Community
Services: Ganapathi Homam • Sathya Narayna Vratham • Gruha Pravesham 
Sai Vratham • Kalyana Uthsavam • Wedding Ceremony, Vaastu & Shradham, etc.

Sirinivasacharyulu

Cell: (813) 735-0188
20716 Whitewood Way,Tampa, FL 33647

E-mail: srinivasa.acharyalu@gmail.com   Web: www.acharyalu.co

Freelance Priest

Languages: Hindi • Telugu 
Tamil • Kannada • English

mailto:dilip.patel@bipc.com
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It starts with a 

Shorecrest Preparatory School — serving a diverse  
community of students from 3 years old through 12th grade.

 
Learn More  
or Schedule  
a Tour Today

Discover your SPARK at

INSURANCE AND FINANCIAL SERVICES
Insurance Issued by The Prudential Insurance 
Company of America, Newark, NJ and its affiliates.
PAM-211

SEEMA RAMROOP, CRPS®

Financial Professional
The Prudential Insurance Company of America
2300 Curlew Rd Ste.212
Palm Harbor, FL 34683
seema.ramroop@prudential.com

5
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LOOKING FOR MORE   
     BUSINESS?
Then advertise  
in our online  
Biz Directory at  
khaasbaat.com
(Email editor@khaasbaat.com  
for complete details).

FLORIDA HOLI  MELA - TAMPA
FESTIVAL OF COLORS

FOOD | PERFORMANCES | DJ | COLOR THROW | PHOTOBOOTH | KIDS FUN ZONE | TUG OF LOVE
UNITING COMMUNITIES THROUGH JOY, COLOR, AND CELEBRATION!

EARLY BIRD DISCOUNT: BUY YOUR TICKET BEFORE JANUARY 31ST, 2026 AND SAVE $5!

BUY YOUR ENTRY TICKETS AT
FLORIDAHOLIMELA.COM

TRADITION OF
THANDAI

COLOR 
THROW

FOOD & SWEET
VENDORS

HOLI DJ
PERFORMANCES

B U Y  T I C K E T S

Event Date: March 1  2026st

Time: 11:00 AM to 4:00 PM

@Sickles High School 
7950 Gunn Hwy Tampa FL

Outdoor Event
 

For Sponsors, Vendors, and Performances
visit our website: floridaholimela.com

    +1 813 466 2733

FOLLOW US ON

Entry Ticket

$10 per person

Kids Under 5 Free!

Organized By

COMPLETE FAMILY SHOP
CLOTHING & JEWELRY 



8 	 K H A A S  B A A T 	 DECEMBER 2025

Who doesn’t like to experience the best of both worlds? 
Last year, we had the opportunity to sit behind the wheel 
of the Land Cruiser 1958, throwback to the good ole 
days. And recently, Toyota dispatched over the 2025 Land 
Cruiser trim but without the 1958 label. This SUV may 
preserve some of the heritage and look of yesteryear but 
with a contemporary twist, shall we say. Of course, it is as 
off-road and all-terrain worthy as its sibling. 
Under the hood of the Land Cruiser sits a 2.4-liter 
inline-4 cylinder turbocharged engine that develops 
326 horsepower @ 6000 rpm and churns out 465 
pounds-feet of torque @ 1700 rpm. The I-FORCE MAX 
hybrid powertrain is paired with a 1.87 kWh battery and 
48-hp electric motor. An 8-speed auto gearbox results 
in a drivetrain that is quiet and responsive. Assisting 
occupants isolate road sound and rough surfaces is an independent coil spring 
double wishbone front and a leaf spring rear suspension. The electric power rack-
and-pinion steering is razor sharp, with a substantial on-center feel. Tow capacity 
is an impressive 6,000 pounds, so hauling a sailboat should be effortless. 
That the Land Cruiser would retain its box-like look isn’t no surprise but 
unlike the 1958 trim with round LEDs, our test drive distinguishes itself with 
rectangular triple headlights flanked by the iconic TOYOTA heritage grille. RIGID 
brand LED fog lamps are quite evident up front too. Front skid plates protect 
the engine, transmission and transfer case during those off-the-beaten-path 
trips. Peek inside the roomy cabin and you will notice 12.3-inch screens, one 
in the digital cluster, and the other for infotainment atop the dashboard. The 

LAND CRUISER
Tires: 265/70R18
Wheelbase: 112.2 inches
Length: 193.8 inches
Height: 76.1 inches
Width: 77.9 inches
Weight: 5,038 pounds
Fuel capacity: 17.9 gallons
City/hwy/comb: 22/25/23 mpg
Base price: $62,450
Price as tested: $70,285
Web site: www.toyota.com

Test-drive story by NITISH S. RELE   motoringflorida@gmail.com

M O T O R I N G

driver has H4 and L4 dials at their fingertips. Eight-way power driver and six-
way manual passenger leather seats, both heated/cooled, envelop the torso 
gently rather than too tightly. Other thought-out goodies are three-zone auto 
a/c, power tilt/telescopic steering wheel with the Toyota emblem, eight cup/
bottle holders, six USB ports and a power liftgate. We suggest opting for the 
$4,600 premium package with 14-speaker JBL audio, power moon roof, center 
console cool box, wireless phone charger, head-up display, lane-keep assist, 
front cross-traffic alert, and more. 
It may be pricier than the 1958 model but this Land Cruiser can go places, 
whether you are cruising the highway or tackling the rigors of rugged trails.  
The numerous ultra-modern features make it a best buy in our eyes.

TOYOTA LAND CRUISER BOASTS OFF-, ON-ROAD CAPABILITIES

Puja Travels Wishes You All

AIR TICKETS to INDIA  & REST OF THE WORLD.
ALL INCLUSIVE & DISCOUNTED VACATION
PACKAGES. 
 CRUISES  & GROUP TOURS.

CALL US NOW TO BOOK 

813-344-0744, 714-522-8200
info@pujatravels.com www.pujatravels.com

Follow US

*APY=Annual Percentage Yield.    See Rate Tiers** Below.

The rate is effective as of October 30, 2025 and subject to change without notice. 
The rate is only offered at our Tampa Branch and Houston Branch. 
Minimum $1,000 to open. 
The tiered-interest rates will be based on the daily balance of your account. 
Account is subject to approval. Certain restrictions and minimum balance requirements apply. 
Rates may change after the account is opened. Fees may reduce earnings on the account. 
A $5.00 Money Market Excessive Transaction Fee per debit will be imposed if over the six
transactions limitation per month or statement cycle. 
A monthly balance requirement fee of $10.00 will not be assessed when you maintain a minimum
daily balance of $2,000 or an average daily balance of $2,500. 

  

 **Rate Tiers 
      Earn competitive rates based on the daily balance of your account. 
      For balances of $0 to $99,999.99, the APY is 0.50%, 
      For balances of $100,000.00 and over, the APY is 3.50%. 

(813) 848-0153

www.metrocitybank.bank

6202 Commerce Palms Dr. 
Tampa, FL 33647 

Tampa Branch

CDARS
Member 

Money Market
Earn Up To 3.50% APY*

“Metro City Bank is 
a wholly owned subsidiary of
MetroCity Bankshares, Inc.” 

(Nasdaq: MCBS)

mailto:motoringtampabay@gmail.com
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Ram Balaraman, ESQ

5812 S. Semoran Blvd
Orlando, FL 32822

(407) 270-9554
www.ramimmigrationlaw.com

Our Attorney Our Services

PRACTICE LIMITED TO IMMIGRATION 
AND NATIONALITY LAW. 

We also speak ESPAÑOL and PORTUGUÊS. 

Employment Work Visas Investor / EB-5 Deportation Defense

Naturalization Inadmissibility WaiversCitizenship

Family Based VisasPERM EB-2 NIW EB-1 TPS DACA

Non-Immigrant Visas New Immigration PoliciesDED

Now open in

TAMPA
15310 Amberly Dr. Suite 250

Tampa, FL 33647
(813) 726-9338

at

Orlando O�ce

CALL FOR A PERSONAL TOUR
(813) 961-3087  •  PreK3-8th Grade  •  www.corbettprep.com

H A P P Y  S T U D E N T S  
S E R I O U S  E D U C AT I O N

STEAM Symposium
Public speaking feels natural after plenty of 
practice in the classroom and on the stage.

Transportation 
Available



1 0 	 K H A A S  B A A T 	 DECEMBER 2025

Once again, I’d like to present the thoughts of Siva 
Annamalai, who has begun to understand communication 
from an entirely different angle. At UCA, we like to hire our 
former students as editors because the editing experience is 
invariably eye-opening, teaching fine young people how to 
write effectively.
“From detailed lab reports to simple text messages, I use 
writing every day. Yet, it took me years to realize how little 
effort I’d dedicated to honing my writing skills.
“In high school, I was rarely – if ever – exposed to writing for 
readability. In fact, I only began to appreciate its importance 

while serving as an Outline Editor for University Consultants of America. In this role, 
I review the beginning stages of student admissions essays and prompt them for 
specific details that are lacking. Although I didn’t grasp this before, sometimes one 
line warrants 10 questions so that readers can fully understand what is trying to 
be conveyed. From the author’s perspective, I’d never noticed these insufficiencies. 
From the reader’s perspective, the difference is astounding. As Bob says, too often 
we write for ourselves, not for our readers.
“Seeing writing from the perspective of an editor has been eye-opening, teaching 
me which details are essential and which should be left unwritten. To be fair, editing 
is often frustrating, not because of the work I do, but because so many students 
try to tell great stories which I’m unable to understand because of those missing 
details. Even worse are the essays that are diminished by over-embellishment. 
Sometimes it’s complex writing with flowery language about things that are 
unimportant to the student’s message, while other times the student’s commentary 
is too remote to be relevant or even credible. I cannot help but doubt the accuracy 
and the value of sentences like, ‘At age 5, this experience changed my entire 
perspective on life.’
“Last summer, I had the opportunity to expand my experience by also editing 
student Speed Drafts as a Content Editor. From this, I’ve learned that people often 
produce the best writing when their work is completely unadulterated. When they 
try to write perfectly, their voices are lost and their essays fail to charm. Whether 
it be by telling their story through a voice recording or just typing as fast as they 
can, we need their small quirks and phrases to come into the spotlight. Writing 
genuinely without worrying about technical accuracy is incredibly effective in 
conveying not only a story, but also a personality. In fact, we purposely avoid 
focusing on grammar; we focus on communicating effectively, which begins with 
authentic voice and tone.
“While the four elements of great writing are critical – message, structure, detail 
and voice – my most important takeaway is that writing should be tailored towards 
the intended audience. If the audience is a 9th grade Language Arts teacher who 
is actively looking for a topic sentence, then you should write topic sentences to 
fulfill their expectations. If the audience is an admissions reader who is quickly 
skimming thousands of essays to get a feel for the applicants, then you should use 
language that flows well and charms them ... effectively. As Bob says, applications 
are digital conduits for connection, so essays should be designed for the purpose of 
connecting, not to win a Pulitzer Prize in poetry. 
“I’ve been able to apply this skill in many settings, even in writing that is supposed 
to be more technical in nature. For example, it’s been helpful as I prepare the 
research proposal for my honors thesis. While that project will be heavily focused on 
immunology, the professors on my committee – who are in charge of reviewing my 
proposal – lead efforts in other areas, including population health and neurobiology. 
Although there is some overlap between what I will be studying and the subjects they 
study, I’ve realized that many niche terms must be explained thoroughly because my 
audience is unlikely to know or understand these topics. 
“It may seem trivial to focus on improving writing skills when we already write so 
much in our daily lives. However, there is a big difference between writing and writing 
with intent. As I continue through my education, I aim to actively tailor my writing to 
my audience. After all, sales – and admissions – is always about the buyer.”
Robert LeVine is the founder and CEO of University Consultants of America, an 
independent educational consultancy assisting students around the world with 
applications to colleges, universities and graduate schools.  
For more information, call University Consultants of America, Inc. at  
1-800-465-5890 or visit www.universitycoa.com

COLLEGE ESSAYS ... FROM THE READER’S PERSPECTIVE

T H E  B R I D G E  T O  C O L L E G E

By SIVA ANNAMALAI and ROBERT A.G. LEVINE

www.minervatampa.com
19050 Bruce B. Downs Blvd., Tampa, FL 33647 • (813) 978-8586

Introducing Thursdays and Sundays Special Biryani $10 Only

$5.00 OFF
Any Order of $40 Or More
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½ OFF ENTRÉE
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Cannot be combined.  

$2.00 OFF
LUNCH BUFFET

When You Bring in this Ad! 
Cannot be combined.  

To-go and dining available
Safety is our priority

 100% halal meat

Expires 12/31/2025 Expires 12/31/2025 Expires 12/31/2025

http://www.universitycoa.com
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A S T R O L O G Y

DECEMBER FORECAST
By PANKAJ KOHLI

ARIES / Mesha (Fire sign, ruling planet is Mars) - (March 
21-April 20)  Mars Sign – Stars covered Ashwini, Bharani, 
Krittika (1st Part) Professional goals become clearer, helping 
one to finalize plans for future. The first half of the month 
favors structured decision-making rather than impulsive action. 
Financial progress is steady, especially where earlier efforts are 
now maturing. Maintain patience in communication — clarity 
prevents misunderstandings. End the month by grounding 
yourself and preparing for a productive new cycle.
TAURUS / Vrushabha (Earthen sign, ruling planet is 

Venus) - (April 21-May 21) Venus Sign - Stars covered Krittika (last 3 parts), 
Rohini, Mrigashira (first 2 parts) Balance, restoration and spiritual growth 
are three pillars. Harmonizing personal and professional priorities brings inner 
stability. Collaboration is beneficial, though it’s important to do due diligence. 
Finances gradually strengthen through practical planning and disciplined 
spending. Relationship dynamics improve through open communication and 
emotional sincerity. The month sees a slowdown; focus on well-being and close 
the year with clarity.
GEMINI / Mithuna (Air sign, ruling planet is Mercury) - (May 22-June 21) 
Mercury Sign - Stars covered Mrigashira (last 2 parts), Ardra & Punarvasu (first 
3 parts)  The month drives intellect, adaptability and communication flow. This is 
a favorable period for negotiations and strategic discussions that are beneficial. 
Some may revisit any unfinished plan and find new value or direction. Financial 
matters stabilize as some make more informed decisions. Emotional connections 
strengthen through honest conversations, helping you end the year with renewed 
clarity and purpose.
CANCER / Kataka (Watery sign, ruling planet is Moon) - (June 22-July 22) 
Moon Sign – Stars covered Punarvasu (4th part), Pushya, Aslesha Home, 
family and personal grounding are at center stage. A steady pace at work yields 
recognition. Mid-month, emotional shifts may require calm reflection and gentle 
communication. Financial planning ensures long-term stability, particularly when 
you prioritize essential commitments. Spiritual or creative pursuits bring comfort 
and inner peace. Honor your emotional needs as you prepare for a fresh year.
LEO / Simha (Fire sign, ruling planet is Sun) - (July 23-Aug. 22) Sun Sign – Stars 
covered Magha, Purva Phalguni, Uttara Phalguni (1st part) This period brings 
confidence and personal magnetism. Your leadership qualities attract support, 
making it an excellent time to showcase ideas or initiate new projects. Unexpected 
financial developments or additional opportunities may surface mid-month. 
Relationships deepen through sincere communication and shared goals. Balance 
ambition and focus to maintain steady progress. The month ends with a renewed 
sense of creative direction and purpose.
VIRGO / Kanya (Earthen sign, ruling planet is Mercury) (Aug. 23-Sept. 22) 
Mercury Sign – Stars covered Uttara Phalguni (last 3 parts), Hasta, Chitra (first 
2 parts) December encourages precision, planning and responsible execution. 
Your organizational abilities shine as you wrap up pending tasks and prepare for 
new beginnings. Projects that were previously delayed begin to move favorably. 
Be mindful of overcommitting — rest is essential for balance. Financial stability 
improves through disciplined choices. Personal growth is fueled by reflection, 
learning and staying aligned with your long-term goals.
LIBRA / Tula (Air sign, ruling planet is Venus) - (Sept. 23-Oct. 23) Venus Sign 
– Stars covered Chitra (last 2 parts), Swati, Vishakha (first 3 parts) Reflection, 
recalibration and steady progress are signs of a successful month. It is a good time 
to reassess goals and refine ongoing projects. Professional and creative pursuits 
move forward gradually, rewarding patience. Relationships strengthen through 
open and thoughtful communication. Financial matters require mindful spending. 
A calm and steady approach brings one closer to year-end objectives.
SCORPIO / Vruschika (Water sign, ruling planet is Mars) - (Oct. 24-Nov. 22) Mars 
Sign – Stars covered Vishakha (4th part), Anuradha, Jyestha Your motivation 
intensifies, helping you outline next year’s goals with clarity. Self-confidence 
attracts greater recognition, especially in personal projects or leadership roles. 
Emotionally — channel your inner-depth into constructive conversations and 
bonding. Financial prospects are strong where independence and long-term 
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Dentistry done differently! Bliss Dental Lounge 
offers a luxurious spa-like dental experience. 
Equipped with the latest innovative 
technology and services which include 
general dentistry, Invisalign, Implants,  
Botox/fillers and much more.
Dr. Sheetal’s 20+ years of expertise and  
all-women’s team by her side, you are sure  
to feel like a member of the Bliss Family!  
Her warm and gentle approach to your 
dentalcare will exceed your expectations  
and ensure your journey to dental wellness  
is as seamless and stress-free as possible. 
Schedule online today!

813-995-6178

With this coupon.  
Offer expires Dec. 31, 2025

FREE
Second  
Opinion
With this coupon.  

Offer expires Dec. 31, 2025

$25 OFF 
New Patients
1st Visit

Restrictions apply.  
With this coupon.  

Offer expires Dec. 31, 2025

17735 Hunting Bow Cir. Lutz
www.blissdentallounge.com

Dental Excellence ...
Compassionate Personalized Care!!!
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FREE
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DECEMBER FORECAST
discipline are prioritized. Move with purpose while maintaining emotional balance.
SAGITTARIUS / Dhanush (Fire sign, ruling planet is Jupiter) - (Nov. 23-Dec. 
21)Jupiter Sign – Stars covered Moola, Purva Shada, Uttara Shada (first 
part) The month opens up to optimism, expansion and a fresh outlook towards 
life. Academic, professional or spiritual pursuits gain momentum. Making new 
connections may bring valuable opportunities. Collaboration leads to meaningful 
financial developments. Avoid taking on more than you can handle — stay focused 
on realistic goals. Relationships grow through honesty and adventurous shared 
experiences. The month ends with an uplifting and forward-looking note.
CAPRICORN / Makara (Earthen sign, ruling planet is Saturn) - (Dec. 22-Jan. 20) 
Saturn Sign – Stars covered Uttara Shada (last 3 parts) Shravana, Dhanistha 
(first 2 parts) December highlights self-discipline and personal growth. Hard 
work continues to pay off, especially in structured or team-oriented environments. 
Shared responsibilities or partnerships need clarity and goal setting. Financial 
progress remains steady, supported by careful planning. Personal and professional 
relationships deepen through trust and reliability. Quiet reflection helps one realign 
with long-term vision for the coming year.
AQUARIUS / Kumbha (Air sign, ruling planet is Saturn) – (Jan. 21-Feb. 19) 
Saturn Sign - Stars covered: Dhanishta (last 2 parts) Satabhisha, Purva 
Bhadra Pada (1st 3 parts) Streamlining one’s priorities enhances efficiency 
and productivity. Collaborative efforts bring steady progress, particularly in 
creative or analytical projects. Emotional connections improve through honest 
and balanced communication. Financial stability relies on careful budgeting and 
consistent planning. Persistence now sets the foundation for significant growth 
in the new year.
PISCES / Meena (Water sign, ruling planet is Jupiter) - (Feb. 20-March 20) 
Jupiter Sign - Stars covered: Purva Bhadra Pada (last part) Uttara Bhadra Pada, 
Revathi This is a powerful month for spiritual healing and a fresh perspective 
toward life. Professional recognition may derive from one’s ability and unique talent. 
Financial re-organization brings better clarity and greater confidence. Route to a 

great relationship is through empathy, honest and heartfelt conversations. This 
phase encourages you to align inner purposes, ending the year with peace and 
feeling positive and immensely satisfied.

Cont’d from page 14

LL.M, The George Washington University, Washington, D.C.
LL.B, Punjab University, Chandigarh, India

Amit Dehra, Attorney at Law

E-mail: adehra@dmimmigration.com

IMMIGRATION ATTORNEY 
DEHRA MIOTKE, LLC 

Legal Services provided: 
• Family-based Immigrant Visa Petition 

• Employment-based Nonimmigrant Visa Petitions  
(H-1B, E-1/E-2, L-1A/L-1B, etc.)

• Employment-based Immigrant Visa Petition  
• Deportation Defense • Asylum • Naturalization

•And all types of representation before the U.S.C.I.S. and the  
U.S. Immigration Court • U Visa, Federal Court Litigation

Practice Limited to Immigration & Nationality Law only.

Call us on update for new immigration policy
We speak: Hindi, Urdu, Punjabi

TAMPA
5404 Hoover Blvd, 

Unit 26,
Tampa,FL 33634
(813) 221-0733

ORLANDO
 5401 S. Kirkman Rd., 

Suite 310
 Orlando,FL 32819 

(407) 965-2455

FULL SERVICES IMMIGRATION LAW FIRM

Desh-Videsh PROOF
Hello Desh Videsh Customer,

Here is a PDF document of your advertisement as it will appear in next issue of  Desh-Videsh.
To save the space in your inbox, we are sending low resolution file. The final print in magazine will 

be using High resolution file. This is a copy to proof for spelling, size, color and accuracy of layout.
Please send us changes or approval as soon as possible. All corrections must be indicated via 

email. Sooner you send us the approval, better the ad position you get in the magazine.

DESH VIDESH Graphics Dept.
ads@deshvidesh.com

For detailed horoscope analysis and chart reading, courtesy Pankaj-Astro Jyotish, 
call Pankaj Kohli at (905) 910-1441 or e-mail Pathofastrology@ gmail.com
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Also know your “Janmaank or Lucky No.”, 
“Tattwa or Element of Air, Water or Heat” in 
your body; coz imbalance of these Tattwas’ 

is the root cause of our ailments!

If you don’t know the above, contact, 
Astrologer and Vedic Mantra Therapist, 

Pankaj Kohli to create your Horoscope and 
perform a Personalized Pooja that Blesses 

YOU with Positive results.

ASTROLOGY HELPS:

Also know your “Janmaank Lucky No.”

“For a Pooja to be benefi cial, 
it must be done in Your Name, 

Gotra, Nakshatra, Rashi Lord, Isht 
Devi/Devata, and Lagna Lord”.

VEDIC POOJA VIDHI 
(METHOD)

Call: Pankaj Kohli, Astrologer & Vedic Mantra Therapist
T: 905-910-1441

•  Monthly & Quarterly 
Bookkeeping  

• Payroll & Sales Tax
• Personal Tax Returns
• Business Tax Returns                                
• New Business Formation
• Business Licensing
•  SNAP (EBT) Retailer 

Services

•  WBENC (Women Owned 
Business) Certifi cation

•  Debt Consolidation 
Assistance 

•  Management Svc for 
Sr. Citizens

•  Check Cashing 
Business Services

AccounTax Services

BOB PATEL
(407) 710-5818
bob@accountaxservice.net

2323 TOPAZ ISLE LANE • APOPKA, FL 32712

•  Monthly & Quarterly •  Monthly & Quarterly •  WBENC (Women Owned •  WBENC (Women Owned 

AccounTax ServicesAccounTax ServicesAccoun
“PROUD TO BE BORING ACCOUNTANTS”

SERVICES OFFERED
Fully licensed Home Health Care Agency serving Florida area for 
In Home Care. We provide many services, including Companion, 
Personal, Mobility Assistance, Errands, Housework, Kitchen Prep, 
Bathing, Medication Reminder. Indian staff available. Contact Amit 
Shukla at (813) 919-5555 or email Amit@AssociationHomeCare.
com  Association Home Care www.AssociationHomeCare.com
HELP WANTED
Tampa restaurant is looking for servers, food runners and front host. 
Good pay. Call (972) 900-1526 or email minervatampa@gmail.com

To list your classified ad (for sale, 
help wanted, services offered, 

matrimonials), call (813) 758-1786  
or e-mail editor@khaasbaat.com

 T A X  P L A N N I N G

By TEJAL DHRUVE, CPA
Even during the last month of the year, you can take 
steps to reduce your 2025 tax liability. Here are five 
practical strategies to consider.
1. Use Bunching to Maximize Deductions
If your itemized deductions are close to the standard 
deduction, consider a “bunching” strategy. This means 
timing certain payments (such as mortgage interest, 
state and local taxes, charitable gifts and medical 
expenses) so that they push you above the standard 
deduction in one year. The following year, you can take 

the standard deduction and, to the extent possible, defer paying deductible 
expenses to the following year. This alternating approach helps you capture 
deductions that might otherwise be lost.
2. Balance Gains and Losses
If you have investments in taxable accounts, keep an eye on both realized and 
unrealized gains and losses. Selling appreciated securities held for more than a 
year ensures they’re taxed at your lower long-term capital gains rate (typically 
15% or 20%, plus the 3.8% net investment income tax at higher income levels), 
rather than your higher, ordinary-income rate (which may be as much as 37%). 
But selling investments at a loss can offset gains. If losses exceed gains, up to 
$3,000 can offset ordinary income, with the remainder carried forward. This 
flexibility can reduce taxes this year and in future years.
3. Gift Appreciated Assets to Loved Ones
If you want to support family members while cutting your tax bill, consider 
giving appreciated investments to adult children or other relatives in lower tax 
brackets. They can sell the assets at a lower capital gains rate, possibly even 
0 percent. Just be cautious about the “kiddie tax,” which generally applies to 
children under age 19 (24 if they’re full-time students), and potential gift tax 
implications.
4. Give Wisely to Charities
Instead of donating cash, consider giving highly appreciated stock or mutual 
fund shares that you’ve held more than one year. You avoid the capital gains 
tax you’d owe if you sold the shares, and you can deduct the full fair market 
value if you itemize. Alternatively, selling investments at a loss and donating 
the proceeds allows you to claim both the capital loss and the charitable 
deduction. With some tax rules set to tighten in 2026, making larger gifts before 
year-end could be especially advantageous. (But if you don’t itemize, you 
can look forward to the limited charitable deduction that will be available to 
nonitemizers beginning in 2026.)
5. Use Your IRA for Donations
For those age 70½ or older, making charitable donations directly from an IRA, 
called “qualified charitable distributions” (QCDs), offers unique advantages. 
You can donate up to $108,000 in 2025 directly to qualified charities, keeping 
those amounts out of your taxable income. This strategy reduces adjusted gross 
income, which may help preserve eligibility for other tax breaks.
Final Thought
The best tax strategies depend on your personal situation. Timing, income level 
and future expectations all matter. Before taking action, contact the office to 
tailor these approaches to your needs.
Tejal Dhruve, CPA, LLC, a full-service tax and wealth management firm  
with offices in Wesley Chapel, Florida, and Dublin, Ohio, can be reached at  
(614) 742-7158 or email info@dhruvecpa.com

5 SMART TIPS FOR INDIVIDUAL  
YEAR-END TAX PLANNING
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Our HINDU SERVICE PACKAGE includes...
•  Funeral Service and Cremation conducted on  

same day. Crematory located on our premises.
•  Custom HINDU themed rental casket.
•  Funeral Service accessories per the Pandit Ji.
•  Live internet streaming of the Funeral Service.
•  Renovated Chapel with large seating capacity.
•  Ample parking facilities.

Premier HINDU FUNERAL SERVICE in Tampa

Call to learn about  
Pre-Planning discounts 

and financing.

813-920-4241 • 727-376-7824
12609 Memorial Dr. • Trinity, FL 34655

TIKARAM UNVEILS PAAN LIQUEUR: A BOLD
FUSION OF HERITAGE AND INDULGENCE
TAMPA, FL — November 1, 2025 – TikaRam Spirits, the South Asian inspired
premium spirits brand known for blending tradition with innovation,
proudly announces the launch of TikaRam Paan Liqueur, the first-ever craft
spirit to capture the bold, nostalgic flavor of Paan in a refined, world-class
liqueur.
Infused with the vibrant flavors of rose, cardamom, fennel, Gulkand, and
spices. TikaRam Paan Liqueur pays tribute to the post-meal ritual
cherished across generations, yet designed to enhance modern cocktails.
This Paan liqueur blends craftsmanship and culture into a single,
unforgettable sip. “This isn’t just a drink — it’s a statement,” says Vidita aka
“Tika”, Co-Founder of TikaRam Spirits. “With TikaRam Paan Liqueur, we’re
showcasing the flavors of our heritage and presenting them to the world
with elegance, luxury, authenticity, and unapologetic pride.”

Key Features:
Crafted Flavor: Authentic notes of traditional Paan, refined through
ultra-premium distillation.
Heritage and Innovation: where science meets nostalgia.
Versatile Profile: Ideal for sipping, mixing, and flavor enhancing,  
or elevating desserts and chai.

Limited quantities available in selected retailers for the holiday Season through our National Distribution partner EasternLiquoruUSA,  
check our website and instagram on where to purchase  www.tikaramspirits.com | @TikaRamSpirits | @EasternliquorUSA

P A I D  A D V E R T I S E M E N T
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